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2d. Current status of Renewable Energy in SSROC region 

Source: Renewable energy systems registered as a Small-scale generator 
with the Office of the Renewable Energy Regulator (2013) 

Assumptions:  
1. NSW grid emissions factor 2011-12 = 0.88 

2. Capacity factor of solar PV = 14% 
3. Capacity factor of small wind generators = 12% 

4. Pre-installation hot water electricity consumption = 3000kWh/year 
5. Solar HWS and air-source heat pump HWS electricity savings relative to 

initial hot water electricity consumptions = 75% 
6. tCO2-e to oil barrel conversion calculated from US EPA website 

 http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/calculator.html 
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2d. Avoided emissions from renewable energy 
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Our	
  Energy	
  Future	
  is	
  an	
  initiative	
  of	
  eight	
  Councils	
  in	
  the	
  
southern	
  Sydney	
  region	
  aimed	
  at	
  increasing	
  the	
  
proportion	
  of	
  energy	
  consumed	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  that	
  is	
  derived	
  
from	
  renewable	
  sources.	
  	
  	
  

Work	
  began	
  on	
  this	
  strategic	
  initiative	
  in	
  2009,	
  when	
  
Councillors	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  began	
  to	
  consider	
  how	
  they	
  
could	
  work	
  together	
  at	
  a	
  local	
  level	
  to	
  reduce	
  our	
  dependence	
  on	
  fossil	
  fuels.	
  	
  In	
  April	
  2013,	
  the	
  
project	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  master	
  plan	
  began.	
  	
  Consultants	
  from	
  the	
  Institute	
  of	
  Sustainable	
  Futures	
  (ISF)	
  
at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Technology	
  Sydney	
  were	
  commissioned	
  to	
  develop	
  Our	
  Energy	
  Future,	
  a	
  master	
  
plan	
  for	
  moving	
  our	
  community	
  from	
  fossil	
  fuels	
  to	
  renewable	
  energy	
  sources.	
  

ISF	
  consultants	
  were	
  selected	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  expertise	
  in	
  renewable	
  energy	
  technology	
  and	
  
financing,	
  as	
  well	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  community	
  owned	
  and	
  shared	
  ownership	
  schemes.	
  	
  They	
  
demonstrated	
  a	
  clear	
  understanding	
  of	
  what	
  we	
  are	
  trying	
  to	
  achieve,	
  of	
  the	
  stakeholders	
  involved,	
  
an	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  go	
  about	
  the	
  project.	
  	
  This	
  exciting	
  and	
  potentially	
  ground-­‐breaking	
  initiative	
  is	
  a	
  
collaboration	
  being	
  championed	
  by	
  Councillors	
  across	
  Ashfield,	
  Bankstown,	
  Canada	
  Bay,	
  Canterbury,	
  
Kogarah,	
  Leichhardt,	
  Marrickville	
  and	
  Rockdale.	
  	
  	
  

Intent	
  of	
  the	
  Master	
  Plan	
  

The	
  master	
  planning	
  process	
  for	
  Our	
  Energy	
  Future	
  will	
  be	
  inclusive	
  over	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  around	
  six	
  
months,	
  with	
  subsequent	
  stage	
  one	
  delivery	
  commencing	
  in	
  2013/14.	
  	
  Councillors,	
  Senior	
  Managers	
  
and	
  key	
  staff	
  from	
  across	
  the	
  participating	
  Councils	
  will	
  be	
  involved	
  along	
  with	
  staff,	
  community	
  and	
  
industry	
  stakeholders	
  and	
  large	
  energy	
  users	
  across	
  the	
  region.	
  The	
  aim	
  is	
  to	
  work	
  collaboratively	
  at	
  
a	
  broad	
  scale	
  right	
  across	
  the	
  eight	
  Council	
  areas.	
  

Our	
  Energy	
  Future	
  aims	
  to	
  change	
  attitudes,	
  ways	
  of	
  doing	
  business	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  and	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  
shift	
  to	
  using	
  renewable	
  energy.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  designed	
  to	
  replace	
  energy	
  efficiency	
  actions,	
  but	
  to	
  
further	
  reduce	
  our	
  dependency	
  on	
  fossil	
  fuels.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  designed	
  to:	
  
• Identify	
  the	
  most	
  cost-­‐effective	
  and	
  practicable	
  actions	
  for	
  stakeholders	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  to	
  increase	
  

the	
  proportion	
  of	
  energy	
  consumed	
  that	
  is	
  derived	
  from	
  renewable	
  [or	
  green]	
  sources	
  	
  
• Identify	
  business	
  models	
  and	
  financing	
  options	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  barriers	
  to	
  implementation	
  and	
  

methods	
  to	
  overcome	
  those	
  barriers;	
  and	
  
• Identify	
  next	
  steps	
  to	
  enable	
  our	
  region	
  to	
  shift	
  towards	
  renewable	
  energy,	
  including	
  quick	
  wins	
  

and	
  advocacy	
  opportunities.	
  

Getting	
  Involved	
  

Newsletters	
  will	
  be	
  produced	
  during	
  the	
  project,	
  highlighting	
  the	
  findings	
  as	
  they	
  emerge.	
  	
  Anyone	
  
interested	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  sign	
  up	
  to	
  receive	
  these	
  updates	
  and	
  to	
  find	
  out	
  how	
  they	
  can	
  contribute	
  to	
  
the	
  plan.	
  

In	
  July	
  ISF	
  plans	
  to	
  hold	
  three	
  half-­‐day	
  ‘options	
  testing’	
  workshops;	
  one	
  for	
  councils,	
  one	
  for	
  large	
  
energy	
  users	
  and	
  one	
  for	
  community	
  members.	
  	
  These	
  will	
  enable	
  stakeholders	
  to	
  consider	
  and	
  
provide	
  input	
  to	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  technology	
  and	
  business	
  model	
  options.	
  	
  Details	
  of	
  when,	
  where	
  and	
  how	
  
to	
  register	
  to	
  contribute	
  will	
  be	
  published	
  soon.	
  

For	
  more	
  information	
  contact:	
  



 

BRIEFING NOTE 
 
TO:  Executive Team 

FROM:  Hazel Storey, Team Leader Sustainability 

DATE:  17 April 2013 

SUBJECT:  “Our Energy Future” SSROC Renewable Energy Master Plan & implications for Council 

 

 
 
Overview 
 
This briefing note is prepared to inform the Executive Team of the launch of the SSROC 
Regional Renewable Energy Master Planning process for Our Energy Future and the project’s 
plans for the coming six months. 
 
A few years in its’ preparation, work commenced on this strategic initiative last week, with 
consultants from the Institute of Sustainable Futures (ISF) at the University of Technology 
Sydney. Their expertise includes renewable energy technology and financing, in addition to the 
development of community owned & shared ownership schemes. This exciting and potentially 
ground breaking, SSROC initiative is chaired by Peter Head, General Manager Leichhardt 
Council and championed by Councillors across Ashfield, Bankstown, Canada Bay, Canterbury, 
Kogarah, Leichhardt, Marrickville and Rockdale.  
 
The Master Planning process for Our Energy Future will be inclusive, and is intended to be 
complete in around six months with subsequent stage one delivery commencing in 13/14. 
Councillors, Senior Managers and key staff from across the participating Councils will be 
involved along with staff, community and industry stakeholders and large energy users across 
the region.  
 
A marketing and communications plan for participating councils and community & business is 
being drafted. It will be rolled out at intervals in the coming months. Councillors and Senior 
Managers will receive monthly project updates. 
 
Intent of the Master Plan 
The master planning process for Our Energy Future is to:  

• Identify the most cost-effective and practicable actions for stakeholders across SSROC 
to increase the proportion of energy consumed that is derived from renewable sources 
<<< Maybe you can word this better? It’s meant to convey that this is a holistic 
approach, aiming to change attitudes, ways of doing business and stimulating the 
renewables industry, as well as getting more energy consumers to switch to 
GreenPower (the latter being what “uptake of renewable energy” implies to me). >>> 

• Identify business models and financing opportunity options [a key aspect of the brief 
was that councils would not be directly funding actions] 
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• Identify barriers to implementation and methods to overcome those barriers; and 
• Identify next steps to enable our region to shift towards renewable energy, including 

quick wins and advocacy opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
The actions that arise from the Master Plan are designed to increase the proportion of our 
region’s energy that comes from renewable sources.  Our Energy Future is not designed to 
replace energy efficiency actions planned or undertaken by individual Councils, rather to work 
collaboratively at a broad scale right across the region. 
 
Key Dates 

• July - Stage three (of five) is scheduled for July 2013 and comprises three half-day 
‘options testing’ workshops; one for SSROC & councils, one for large energy users and 
one for Community Groups. These will enable stakeholders to consider and provide 
input to a range of technology and business model options that ISF have prepared 

• September /October - Stage five will be a presentation workshop for key stakeholders 
prior to finalisation of the Master Plan.   

 
Actions 

1. Please note timing of workshops. These will involve Senior Management, Councillors 
and  Managers and Officers [such as facilities/property managers, economic 
development and finance] and will take place in July. Date and venue details will follow. 

2. Please advise which Councillor/s would be project champions within the Ashfield 
community (residents and businesses) 

3. Please let me know of any large businesses /industry stakeholders that you are aware 
of in the LGA, other than Bunnings, Prouds, the RSL and Council, and of any existing 
community or business networks that you feel will, or may be, interested in being 
involved with this initiative to increase the proportion of our region’s energy that comes 
from renewable sources. 

4. Note that a context presentation on Our Energy Future including trends in energy 
pricing, energy consumption and the current status of the take up of renewable energy 
in the SSROC region is available. 
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